
10/21/13 6:27 PMUpdate from Mystery to Me

Page 1 of 4file:///Users/joanneberg/Desktop/Update%20from%20Mystery%20to%20Me.webarchive

Kathleen Ernst, E.Kelly Keady, Craig Johnson and more.... View this email in your browser

Books bring out the magic in people. I recently returned from the Heartland Fall
Forum where booksellers, publishers and authors came together to talk about books.
There was some trepidation on my part about going into this experience as such a
neophyte bookseller.  Granted, I was there to be a sponge. I wanted to soak up
everything anyone could tell me about being a better bookseller. So, on the way
down to Chicago on a rain-soaked and under-construction I90 at 45 miles-an-hour
for 62 miles  I decided that I would be a wallflower at the Forum. I would simply
watch everything from the sidelines and just listen, listen, listen.That lasted about 3
minutes.
 
Upon my arrival in Rosemont I was greeted by a fellow bookseller who started
asking me all about my store. Of course, I reciprocated. I was dressed in travel attire
– blue jeans and a long-sleeve t-shirt. I asked the friendly bookseller what people
wore to the conference – she laughed and said “what ever the hell they want to
wear!” The suit that I had packed from my days of attending admissions conferences
was going to stay packed. Amen.
 
At the annual meeting of the Midwest Bookseller’s Association I was introduced (and
warmly welcomed) as the newest independent bookseller.
 
The two days that followed were filled with similar friendly exchanges with
publishers, publisher representatives, authors and fellow booksellers. If there was a
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pinch of pretense anywhere, I didn’t experience it or observe it. I smiled to myself as
I listened to Laura Lippman, Wally Lamb and a host of other not quite as well-known
yet wonderful authors and I thought – wow, how cool is this? 
 
My job is to bring the magic that I found at this Forum to you by getting the right
books into your hands. I’ve listed a few new or upcoming releases. Remember to
check the website regularly for  updates to featured selections and staff picks! Better
yet, come visit us at the store. Tom is there most afternoons and Andrea is around
on Tuesday evenings. 

Holiday season is approaching so if there is something mysteriously special you're
thinking about, let us know... we'll see what we can do. We plan to have some pretty
interesting selections. Stay tuned. 
 
 

Check out these new titles!
The Windsor Faction by D. J. Taylor
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
Tip of a Bone by Christine Finlayson
Sometimes Never, Sometimes Always by Elissa Janine Hoole ( young adult/cross-
over novel)
The Jewels of Paradise by Donna Leon (in paper – her first stand-alone)
Death Takes a Holiday, by Jennifer Harlow (a paranormal mystery)
What Doesn’t Kill Her by Max Allan Collins
Obituary Writer by Ann Hood
 
 
 
Michael Connelly’s new book, The Gods of Guilt is scheduled to be released
December 2, 2013

Chris Pavone, author of the bestseller The Expats has written a new book called The
Accident. It too is about a CIA agent – this one is hunting down a mysterious
manuscript. Due to be released in March, 2014.
 
A new author from the University of Minnesota press is Vidar Sundstol. His book is
called The Land of Dreams. The book recently won the Riverton Prize for best
Norwegian crime novel and is considered one of the top twenty-five Norwegian crime
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novels of all time. The Land of Dreams is the first installment in the Minnesota trilogy.
The stories take place on the north shore of Lake Superior.  I had two copies in the
store and, alas...they are gone! Will order more this week. 
 
It's difficult to know how many among you will want to have new hardcovers in the
store. If you know that there are favorite authors for whom I should be sure to order
in hardcover, please let me know! 

Upcoming Events You Can’t Miss…
Tuesday, October 22 – Kathleen Ernst launches “Heritage of Darkness” -- This
is sure to be a fun event! Wish you could have seen Kathleen and her husband
Scott at the Heartland Fall Forum -- beware rolling pins!! 
6:00 p.m.
 
Wednesday, October 23 – E. Kelly Keady reads from “The Fall of St. Sebastian”
and “The Cross of St. Maro”
6:30 p.m.
 
Saturday, October 26 – Monroe Street celebrates Halloween. 
For the kid in all of us. Trick or Treat! A fundraiser for United Way of Dane County.
Buy your special Trick or Treat bag for $5.00 at Orange Tree Imports or SERRV
starting October 20. All proceeds got to United Way!  Treats of a mysterious nature
will be on hand at the store...boo
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
 
Tuesday, October 29 – Craig Johnson (live via Skype) reading from his new
novella “Spirit of Steamboat.” Pre-Signed copies of the book will be available.
7:00 p.m.
 
Friday, November 1 – David Benjamin reads from “Threes a Crowd”
7:00 p.m.
 
Saturday, November 2 – Madison Writers Read!
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
 
Thursday, November 7 – Chris Hollenback reads from “Sleep When You’re
Dead”
7:00 p.m.
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Friday, November 8 – Ron MacLean reads from “Headlong”
7:00 p.m. 
 
Stay tuned for other great events being planned for the November and
December! 
 
 

A Bit of Book Club News!
The Little Grey Cells is the only in-person Agatha Christie book club in the world as
far as the club members can tell. Founded in Sept. 2010 the group meets every two
months January to November.  Stories are read in publication order starting with The
Mysterious Affair at Styles but they also rotate between Poirot, Miss. Marple and
"Other" (the non-series books) so there is something for everyone. The group is
open and welcome to all.
 

 
Thanks for supporting Mystery to Me!
 
Joanne, Proprietor
Mystery to Me
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